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SERMON NOTES

Matthew
The King and His Kingdom

Matthew 8:1-17

“In the ministry of Jesus, words and works, gospel preaching and compassionate service went
hand in hand.  His works expressed His words, and His words explained His works.  It should be
the same for us.  Words are abstract, they need to be embodied in deeds of love.  Works are
ambiguous, they need to be interpreted by the proclamation of the gospel.  Keep words and
works together in the service and witness of the church.”
- John Stott, Evangelism and Social Responsibility

“The controlled universe reflected in the Bible, has God as both its creator and sustainer/ruler.
He creates in an ordered way, and sustains and rules it in an ordered way, so that science is
possible; but He is not bound by what He has created, so He is at perfect liberty to do things
another way, with the result that miracles are possible.”
- D.A. Carson, The Gagging of God

“The miracles in fact are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across
the whole world in letters too large for some of us to see.”
- C.S. Lewis, God in the Dock: Miracles

The Miracles of Jesus:
1. Reveal His Compassion
2. Display His Authority
3. Affirm His Identity
4. Inspire Faith, Gratitude and Worship

Matthew 8:1-17
Three Miracles of Jesus

● An Outcast
● An Outsider
● An Obsolete
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Matthew 8:1-17
● Matthew 8:1-4:  Jesus cleanses a leper
● Matthew 8:5-13:  Jesus heals a centurion’s servant
● Matthew 8:14-15:  Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law
● Matthew 8:16-17:  Jesus fulfills ancient prophecies

The Approach of the Leper to Jesus
1. He came acknowledging his need
2. He came in humility
3. He showed respect
4. He expressed confidence in Jesus

The Response of Jesus
1. Jesus saw the man
2. Jesus got personally involved
3. Jesus restored the man
4. Jesus recommissioned the man

Our Response to Jesus:
Isn’t it ironic that Jesus tells this man not to tell anyone but the man goes and tells everyone;
then Jesus tells us to tell everyone and we hardly tell anyone?

Stating the Obvious:
When you are Jesus, you probably don’t spend a lot of time “marveling.”

“The Bible tells us that God did not originally make the world to have disease, hunger, and death
in it. Jesus has come to redeem where it is wrong and heal the world where it is broken. His
miracles are not just proofs that He has power but also wonderful foretastes of what He is going
to do with that power. Jesus’ miracles are not just a challenge to our minds, but a promise to our
hearts, that the world we all want is coming.”
- Timothy Keller, The Reason for God

“For all His resplendent glory and dazzling holiness, His supreme uniqueness and otherness, no
one in human history has ever been more approachable than Jesus Christ.”
- Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly:  The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers


