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SERMON NOTES

Matthew 5:1-12
The Beatitudes

What is the summum bonum?

“You have made us for Yourself, and our
hearts are restless until they find their rest in
You.”
- Saint Augustine, Confessions

Matthew 5-7
The Sermon on the Mount



The Sermon on the Mount touches every sphere of life:
● How we relate to God (ch. 5-7)
● How we relate to one another (5:21-6:4, 7:1-6)
● How we should pray (6:5-14)
● How we steward our resources (6:1-4, 6:19-24)
● How we handle anxiety, worry and fear (6:25-34)

“The Sermon on the Mount crystallizes what Jesus gave to His disciples as the new way of life,
the kingdom way of life in a world surrounded by the power brokers of empire. From the
mountain, the posture of Moses, Jesus utters forth God’s will for kingdom people, and as Jesus
descended He gave those who heard the option of following. That same option stands before
every reader of the Sermon.”
- Scot McKnight, The Sermon on the Mount

“Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.”
- Augustus Toplady, “Rock of Ages”

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”
- Matthew 5:3-6 (ESV)

Pattern of the Beatitudes:
1. Pronouncement of blessedness
2. Condition of the heart
3. Reward or benefit

“It is when we notice the dirt that God is most present in us; it is the very sign of His presence.”
- C.S. Lewis

“Human beings do not readily admit desperation. When they do, the kingdom of heaven draws
near.”
- Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew

How does a blessed life begin?
A blessed life begins with need.


