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Once in Royal David’s City
Written by Irish hymn writer Cecil Francis Alexander to teach little children the Christmas 
story. For over 100 years it has been used as the processional of the Kings College Cambridge 
“Lessons and  Carols” service. This  service has  been internationally broadcast since WWII. 
The first verse is sung as an a capella solo by a single choir boy who is chosen the night of the 

service just before the broadcast begins.
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  e original text was written by Charles Wesley in 1739 and was adapted to the more familiar 
lyrics by George Whitteld 20 years later. Almost 100 years after Whitteld’s revision, an English 
musician paired the text with a newly written cantata by Felix Mendelssohn that was composed to 
commemorate the late Johann Gutenberg and his printing press.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
The original text was written by Charles Wesley in 1739 and was adapted to the more familiar

lyrics by George Whitfield 20 years later. Almost 100 years after Whitfield’s revision an English
musician paired the text with a newly written cantata by Felix Mendelssohn that was composed to

commemorate the late Johann Gutenberg and his printing press.
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One of the oldest English hymns still sung today. It is dated sometime in the 1500s if 
not earlier with the  rst printing being in 1760. Unlike most of the older hymns we 
sing this one seems to have kept the same melody since it’s earliest known records. It 
is referenced in Charles Dickins’ A Christmas Carol as being sung by a caroler whom 
Scrooge ran off with threat of a ruler.

One of the oldest English hymns still sung today, it is dated from some time in the 1500s – if not 
earlier – with the first printing being in 1760. Unlike most of the older hymns we sing this one seems 
to have kept the same melody since its earliest known records. It is referenced in Charles Dickens’  

A Christmas Carol as being sung by a caroler whom Scrooge ran off with threat of a ruler.

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
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  e text was originally written in Latin and to be sung in metrical style chants the day before 
Christmas. Scholars can link the lyrics back as early as the 12th century, but the  rst published 
copy appeared in Germany in 1710. Being a metrical chant the song can be paired with many dif-
ferent tunes, but the English translator John Mason Neale pair it with a French melody from the 
1400s which we still sing to this day Veni Emmanuel. 

The text was originally written in Latin and to be sung in metrical style chants the day before 
Christmas. Scholars can link the lyrics back as early as the 12th century, but the first published copy 
appeared in Germany in 1710. Being a metrical chant, the song can be paired with many different 
tunes, but the English translator John Mason Neale paired it with a French melody from the 1400s 

which we still sing to this day, “Veni Emmanuel.”

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

5



Inspired, but not directly translated from, an old French Carol which literal transla-
tion is “the angles in our countryside”. Utilizing the same melody from the original 
French carol called Gloria the song features the long “O” of gloria sung over a long 
melodic sequence which in music theory is referred to as a melisma.  

Inspired, but not directly translated from, an old French carol whose literal translation is “the 
angels in our countryside”. Utilizing the same melody from the original French carol called 
“Gloria,” the song features the long “o” of gloria sung over a long melodic sequence. In music 

theory this is referred to as a melisma.

Angels We Have Heard on High
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This African American folk song was first collected in 1907 by John Welsey Work, Jr. in Nashville, 
TN, and popularized by the Fisk Jubilee Singers. 

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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 An Austrian priest Joseph Mohr wrote the lyrics to Stille Nacht and ask the German school-
master and composer Franz Gruber to write a melody for the song on guitar as a recent  ood 
had damaged the organ at Mohr’s church.

On Christmas Eve in 1914 during World War I German soldiers began singing “Stille Nacht” 
in their trenches which prompted the British soldiers to join in song in English. Both sides 
continued singing carols throughout the night leading to a full ceaseere during Christmas day. 

Austrian priest Joseph Mohr wrote the lyrics to “Stille Nacht” and asked German  
schoolmaster and composer Franz Gruber to write a melody for the song on guitar, because a 

recent flood had damaged the organ at Mohr’s church.

On Christmas Eve in 1914, during World War I, German soldiers began singing “Stille Nacht”
in their trenches. This prompted the British soldiers to join in song, in English. Both sides

continued singing carols throughout the night, leading to a full ceasefire during Christmas day.

Silent Night! Holy Night!
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 An Austrian priest Joseph Mohr wrote the lyrics to Stille Nacht and ask the German school-
master and composer Franz Gruber to write a melody for the song on guitar as a recent  ood 
had damaged the organ at Mohr’s church.

On Christmas Eve in 1914 during World War I German soldiers began singing “Stille Nacht” 
in their trenches which prompted the British soldiers to join in song in English. Both sides 
continued singing carols throughout the night leading to a full ceaseere during Christmas day. 

Call Out 
Section
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 e most well-known melody was written in the late 1800s and paired with an old poem.  e au-
thorship of the poem is unknown.   e  rst two verses are often credited to Martin Luther, but 
this detail is unproven and often disputed.  is carol has had many version and alterations in its 
life with almost 20 or more unique publications of varying text and melodies. 

The most well-known melody was written in the late 1800s and paired with an old poem. The 
authorship of the poem is unknown; the first two verses are often credited to Martin Luther, but
this detail is unproven and often disputed. This carol has had many versions and alterations in its

life, with almost 20 or more unique publications of varying text and melodies.

Away in a Manger

Written by Charles Wesley this Carol was adapted from a prayer Charles wrote down 
while reeecting on a Haggai 2:7
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Written by Charles Wesley this Carol was adapted from a prayer Charles wrote down 
while reeecting on a Haggai 2:7

Written by Charles Wesley, this Carol was adapted from a prayer Charles wrote down
while reflecting on a Haggai 2. 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Little is known about the origins of the English carol outside of its  rst appearance 
in a publication in the early 1800s. It is suspected to date back as early as the 1200s in 
medieval Europe

Little is known about the origins of this English carol outside of its first appearance in a publica-
tion in the early 1800s. It is suspected to date back as early as the 1200s in medieval Europe.

The First Noel
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Little is known about the origins of the English carol outside of its  rst appearance 
in a publication in the early 1800s. It is suspected to date back as early as the 1200s in 
medieval Europe

This song is based on the 1863 poem “Christmas Bells” by American poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. The poem refers to the tragedy of the Civil War and the narrator hearing Christmas 
bells amongst cannon fire. Longfellow’s son joined the Union Army without his consent in March 
of 1863 and was severely wounded that November. One month later, on Christmas day, Longfellow 
wrote the poem. Though the song does not refer to Christ’s birth explicitly, it does repeat the angelic 
proclamation found in the bible, “peace on earth, goodwill to men.” This is meant to contrast the beauty 

of celebrating Christ’s birth with the ugliness of the war that was ravaging America at the time.

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
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First published in 1751 the text and tune of this hymn are attributed to a variety of supposed 
authors and composers including: St. Bonaveture in the 13th century, King John IV of Portu-
gal, George Frideric Handel, or Christoph Willibald Gluck.

First published in 1751, the text and tune of this hymn are attributed to a variety of supposed
authors and composers including: St. Bonaveture in the 13th century, King John IV of Portugal,

George Frideric Handel, or Christoph Willibald Gluck.

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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First published in 1751 the text and tune of this hymn are attributed to a variety of supposed 
authors and composers including: St. Bonaveture in the 13th century, King John IV of Portu-
gal, George Frideric Handel, or Christoph Willibald Gluck.

�is American carol was written in the 1800s by the Episcopal priest Phillips Brooks, and the 
original tune was composed by his organist Lewis Redner. In the British Commonwealth they 
use a different English hymn tune “Forest Green” written in 1903 that to most peoples’ ear 
might sound older than the original American tune due to its more traditional style melody. 

This American carol was written in the 1800s by the Episcopal priest Phillips Brooks, and the 
original tune was composed by his organist Lewis Redner. In the British Commonwealth they use 
a different English hymn tune, “Forest Green,” written in 1903. To most people’s ear the English 
tune might sound older than the original American tune due to its more traditional style melody.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Local wine merchant Placide Cappeau was commissioned by the local priest in 1843 to 
write a Christmas poem to celebrate the newly renovated organ. Well known Opera com-
poser Adolphe Adam composed the music soon thereafter.

Local wine merchant Placide Cappeau was commissioned by the local priest in 1843 to write a 
Christmas poem to celebrate the newly renovated organ. Well known Opera composer

Adolphe Adam composed the music soon thereafter.

O Holy Night!
pg 2
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Local wine merchant Placide Cappeau was commissioned by the local priest in 1843 to 
write a Christmas poem to celebrate the newly renovated organ. Well known Opera com-
poser Adolphe Adam composed the music soon thereafter.

pg 2
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One of the oldest hymns sung today is built around a Latin poem by the Roman poet Aure-
lius Prudentius from 348AD.   e melody we sing today appears in manuscripts as far back 
as the 10th century.  e ancient melody and text were  nally paired together by JM Neale 
in England in 1851. 

One of the oldest hymns sung today is built around a Latin poem by the Roman poet Aurelius 
Prudentius from 348 AD. The melody we sing today appears in manuscripts as far back as the 10th 
century. The ancient melody and text were finally paired together by J.M. Neale in England in 1851.

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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One of the oldest hymns sung today is built around a Latin poem by the Roman poet Aure-
lius Prudentius from 348AD.   e melody we sing today appears in manuscripts as far back 
as the 10th century.  e ancient melody and text were  nally paired together by JM Neale 
in England in 1851. 
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 is Isaac Watts carol celebrates its 300th birthday this year.  e lyrics are inspired by Psalm 96 
and 98.  ough it is almost exclusively sung during the Christmas season to proclaim the birth 
of Christ, it’s original intent was to sing of the second coming of Christ. It works for both, and, 
in either case, the music and lyrics clearly praise God and his fulllled promise to save us.

This Isaac Watts carol celebrates its 300th birthday this year. The lyrics are inspired by Psalm 96 
and 98. Though it is almost exclusively sung during the Christmas season to proclaim the birth 
of Christ, its original intent was to sing of the second coming of Christ. It works for both, and, in 

either case, the music and lyrics clearly praise God and his fulfilled promise in Christ Jesus.

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
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H I L L S B O R O  V I L L AG E  C A M P U S
2 0 2 1  2 1 S T  AV E .  S . 

Sundays
8:30, 10 & 11:30 am
E A S T  N A S H V I L L E  C A M P U S

8 0 5  WO O D L A N D  S T.  

Sundays
8:30 & 10:15 am
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